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TECHNICAL CONSERVATION MEASURES TRIALS

BIM have asked us to advise all our members of the following Tender Document:

Following introduction of new technical measures in Area VIa to protect cod, haddock and whiting stocks in 2009 as well as discussions at EU level on the introduction of a new package of Technical Conservation Measures, BIM plan to undertake several gear trials during 2010 looking at the implications of these changes for Irish vessels.  Therefore BIM now invites tenders from Irish registered vessels for the following sets of trials:

1. Testing of different codend mesh sizes from 80mm – 120mm with and without square mesh panels and also the effect of cover bags on smaller demersal trawlers < 18m, operating in Area VIIb-k. 
2. Further testing of alternative options to the 120mm +120mm smp mesh size combination currently required in part of Area VIa for vessels > 15m.

The selected vessel(s) will be required to carry out these trials according to accepted scientific methodology and under derogation from DAFF and the SFPA. Knowledge and experience of the appropriate fisheries is essential. The vessel(s) will also be required to accommodate observers and make suitable space available on board to allow biological sampling of the catch and work to a schedule agreed in advance with BIM. 
Those wishing to apply to assist in these surveys must return a tender form to BIM by no later than 30th April 2010. Tender forms are available from the Fisheries Development Division of BIM (01-2144104), on the website at www.bim.ie and www.ifpo.ie or from your PO/Fishermen’s Organisation representative. Please note that successful applicants must supply an up to date Tax Clearance Certificate before the survey can proceed and will also be required to complete an Economic Data Collection Form for BIM.  

Note: The lowest tender need not necessarily be accepted and the work will proceed subject to the availability of adequate funds. 
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