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Sublect Revised document on improved gear selectivity in the Celtic Sea for urgentcomment

lmportance: High

Attachments: Selectivity_options_Celtic_Sea revised options 15 Feb.doc

Folks,
Please see attached re-worked discussion document on foot ofour meeting lastweek foryour

consideration. Vvhen consideaing the way foMard we should bear in mind a numberof issues.

In the first instance, the December Council declaration (copied in attached discussion document) was to
show commitmentto addressing the high levelofdiscards and the sustainability ofhaddockand whiting
which may assist in keeping fishing efiort out ofthe Celtic Sea and was the basis for the 15% increase in
TAC ofwhit ing and haddock for2011.

Secondly, at the meeting on the 7s there was gene€l agreement that the discard levels are unacceptable
and cannot be allowed continue, that we are curently under-utilising the yield potential of both haddock
and whiting in the Celtic Sea, that we are catching the fish too young and impacting on futuG
reproduction and long term bio-mass size ofthese stocks. Indeed there was general agreement that
something needed to be done, and to protect the potentialofthe large 2009 year class it needed to be
done ASAP (if  possible by mid 201,|).

Atthe meeting itwas agreed that the bestway forward was to b.ing any proposalthat had good industry
support to the French authorities and French industry in order to secure a joint approach with the French,
the other main player in the Celtic Sea white fish fisheries. In the event that such broad agreement was
secured, its implementatron and the means ofsame would be explored. lt should be noted thatthe
Commission will be seeking an update on progress and will be monftoring efiorts to improve selectivity.
The Department willexplorewith the Commission if any anangement ag.eed w'th the French can be
implemented at EU level and made applicable for all vessels.

V\hatevea option will have some short term pain, however signiticant €ductions in discards will have an
immediate impact on bio-mass levels and ultimately fish size resulting in higherquotas and bettef
economic retum in the medium term.

In ordor to inform taking this inftiative forward and to support discussions wlth the French the
views of industry odthe following option6 i8 sought:-

l. Can you accept the Qtion outlined in the document for the Nephrops fishery(trawl) to (as a
minimum) insert a 3m long 't t0mm squae mesh panel into the existing kawl (7G79mm and 80-
99mm cod-end nephrops nets);

2. Can you accept the option outlined in the document for the Mixed finfish (hawl) fishery to (as a
minimum) jnsert a 3m long l10mm square mesh panel into the 80 - 99mm traw.

3. Ofthe two options outlined in the doclment for the dedicated whitefish fishery (>1OOmm trawland
seine) can you support either !

a. inserting a 3m long l00mm square mesh panel into the existing trawl(>100mm cod-end)

b. insert a 3m long llomm square mesh panel into the existing trawl(>100rnm cod-end)

4. lf you cannoi support any of the above please outline precisely any other measures you would
considersowe can get the Marine Institute to evaluate them.

5. As the measures for 201 1 would be an "initial" step please indicate what further selectivity
improvements you would support and over what time frame.

As previously indicated ihere js a short fum around time on this to allow discussions hke place wjth theFrench' so * wourd be appreciated if we couto trwe a uninei rii"n-""-iiio-r""#*" or eusiness onMonday 21.! February_

Please cc Nick Hoffhan and Josephine Kelly with your repty.

Kind Regards


