IRISH FISH PRODUCERS ORGANISATION

INFORMATION NOTE ON EU PROPOSALS FOR LONG TERM MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR HAKE
NWWRAC MEETING 

SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELLA, 17 JUNE 2009

Hake has been the subject of a so called Recovery Plan in the last number of years.

The EU Commission has published a proposal for a replacement plan which deals with what they call the Long Term Management Plan for Hake, a copy of which is enclosed.

IFPO and IS&WFPO attended a North West Waters Regional Advisory Council (NWWRAC) meeting on this in Spain June 17, attended by Spanish and French industries, representatives of the scientists (ICES), and the EU Commission.

IFPO took a strong part in the discussions.

We did make clear to the Commission the Irish industry’s total disgust at the huge increase in effort by Spanish and French gillnetters around Ireland as a result of the reduction of the minimum mesh size to 100mm outside 200 metres depth. We highlighted the effect this will have on stocks and that this is anti-conservation.
The proposal sets out a whole series of rules for setting TACS and quotas based on fishing mortality (target 0.17) and biomass targets (100,000 tonnes).

The proposal also envisages a 5% margin of tolerance for logbook information, prior notification of amounts, designated ports (which we have already), weighing regulations which would require weighing in port of landings and separate stowing of Hake. We made interventions on all these issues.
The proposal is due for decision at the November or December Council of Ministers meeting. 

We have already made our views known to the Minister and DAFF and asked them to take these issues up strongly at EU level.

We will of course continue to keep an eye on this issue and keep you posted.

Regards

Lorcán Ó Cinnéide 

(CIRCULATION TO TOM KENNEDY, JOHN GRAHAM, DIRECTORS AND FOR WEBSITE)
