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16.6.09

TO ALL MEMBERS WITH INTEREST IN FISHING AREA VIIa (IRISH SEA) TR2 (Prawn Trawls)
DAFF ADVERTS FOR USE OF SWEDISH GRID / SEPARATOR PANELS

As discussed at the information meeting held recently, vessels which elect to exclusively use the Swedish Grid or Separator Panel have the potential to get an additional 25% days in 2009. 

You are faced with an additional 25% cut in KW/days and Cod quota in Area VIIa in 2010 if the mortality of Cod is not reduced and stocks cannot be shown to be improving (!). The only way to do this is to catch prawns without catching Cod.
Exemption from KW/days fro 2010 will in all likelihood be available for vessels using Swedish Grid in the remainder of 2009. The use of Inclined Separator Panel is not so clear-cut. 
Obviously, there is the whole question of the loss of whitefish, but that must be set against the possibility of not actually being allowed to fish in Area VIIa AT ALL in future years. 

The potential is worthy of consideration for vessels and we ask that all members think about this.

We have sought a meeting with Minister Killeen on KW/days as decided at the AGM, but nobody should assume that there is any other show in town as things stand other than KW/days. 

A DAFF INFORMATION NOTE ON ALL THIS IS AVAILABLE ON THE IFPO WEBSITE  www.ifpo.ie 
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