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Ifpo information for members 19.3.08
SPURDOG 5% BY-CATCH
The IFPO has moved to seek the overturning of the Spurdog 5% by-catch at the NWW Regional Advisory Council meeting in Manchester. This it is hoped, along with co-operation from our French and UK colleagues, with whom we have been talking in recent weeks, clear the way to a formal request to the EU. It is however likely that the whole process will take some months. We will continue to put as much pressure on as possible with our own Department. 

DECOMMISSIONING

There has been a lot of discussion regarding decommissioning. Whatever the opinions, it is clear that the scheme is in existence under current rules and will not be amended unless there will be a significantly lower uptake than expected by Government. IFPO again urges members who have any interest to apply immediately. We can assist with applications if necessary, but it is vital to get your own financial advice.

MARINE PROTECTED AREAS

IFPO attended a major meeting in Scotland last week concerning Marine Protected Areas which was attended by DG Environment and DG Fish of the EU Commission, as well as fishing organisations from nay countries as well as environmental organisations.  These are PERMANENT closures, not seasonal closures.  It is clear that there will be more proposals as countries look to meet a September 2008 deadline for implementation of the Natural 2000 Birds and Habitat Directives. IFPO will continue to take a leading role in opposing and if necessary minimising areas to be closed, but we will need members input and assistance. The proposed closures in the Stanton Bank were discussed in considerable detail, following the Feb 29 meeting involving KFO/IFPO members in Killybegs. A meeting is to be held with other POs regarding a proposed closure west of Cornwall. 
GILLNET AUTHORISATIONS

As previously advised, gillnetters require specific authorisations to fish as of now. There was a mistake in the authorisations about the length of strings to be used but this was corrected by letter to owners from DAFF on Feb 27th, stating that strings of up to 5 miles could be used.
FUNDING OF PO’s

A rumour has been circulating that POs are being funded by the SFPA. Nothing could be further from the truth. POs are funded mainly by their own members levies and very small grants from the EU for completing Operational Programme requirements to do with official recognition. 

ROTATION OF DIRECTORS

Nomination forms are being prepared for rotation of directors of the organisation. Papers will only be issued to those dealing with their Levy accounts, after the AGM.
AGM

AGM CROKE PARK DUBLIN SAT 29TH MARCH
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