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Ifpo information for members 26.2.08
URGENT MESSAGE FOR MEMBERS

1
DECOMMISSIONING ANNOUNCED: INFO MEETING DUB AIRPORT RADISSON 10 MAR
The decommissioning scheme for over 18 metre whitefish vessels has been announced. The forms and information are available on the BIM website. There is a great deal of controversy about the scheme as finally announced, particularly about the payments related to fish landed in 2006/2007. Also, only €21 million has been allocated as of yet. However, it should be noted that the scheme brochure specifically mentions a €58 million scheme.

Do not judge the scheme until you know exactly what the details in relation to YOU are, and get proper advice – from BIM, from IFPO and from your accountant. 

There will be an information meeting with tax experts for owners and for accountants at the Radisson Hotel, Dublin Airport on March 10th. Please advise your accountant to attend if you have any interest in the scheme The application form for decommissioning  is pretty straightforward. Please FILL IN and RETURN the form if you have the SLIGHTEST interest – even if you think you don’t qualify. If the scheme is not fully subscribed later, there might be flexibility. But please, please DO NOT delay and get the forms in by Wednesday, 30 April 2008.
2
TAXATION OF DECOMMISSIONING PAYMENTS
There has been a significant change in the treatment of decommissioning. It is not all we would want but it is important. The bulk of payments will be subject to Capital Gains tax, not income tax. Also the normal exemption from age 55 and up has been reduced to age 45. Yes, there is a major problem with taxation of Limited Companies which own vessels and those under 45, but the tax position depends on the INDIVIDUAL position of each owner and even if under 45, you may have substantial capital allowances to offset liabilities and minimise tax. Get advice from your accountant!!!
SPURDOG 5% BY-CATCH
The 5% by-catch limit introduced by the EU was done with NO consultation or advance information and will affect many. IFPO is responding by seeking Irish government support to overturn the provision, which will also be brought up with our international partners in the NWWRAC on March 11-13. We will keep you posted.
POLYVALENT SCAD
IFPO has been consistently and vigorously pursuing this issue with the Minister and her Department. We have consistently refused to back another interim solution and demanded that the division of quota be done fairly, while asking at the same time for the RSW Pelagic allocations to be issued ASAP.
DESIGNATED PORTS
We are continuing to press as hard as we can at SFPA, Department and ministerial levels for extensions of designated ports including for Clogherhead and Achill. There is a complete review underway at present but progress is painfully slow.
IF YOU HAVE AN ISSUE REGARDING IFPO -  A PROBLEM OR AN ISSUE YOU THINK NEEDS AIRING – 

TALK WITH  US – NOT COMPLAIN ABOUT  US: ONLY THEN CAN WE DO SOMETHING!!!

SEA FISHERIES PROTECTION AUTHORTITY

IFPO has complained strongly both to the SFPA directly and the Minister about the tactics, PR and style of operation of the SFPA. We have had robust direct talks with senior SFPA personnel and will continue to do so at the next SFPA Consultative Committee meeting due on March 3d in Cork.
MSO CODE OF PRACTISE 15-24 METRES – information meetings
IFPO and FIF have commissioned John Toner, Marine Surveyor, to advise and assist us in dealing with the MSO about the code of practise, and are due to meet the senior management in MSO with Minister Toner on Feb 27th. We have already expressed the very serious concern of the sector about the approach of the MSO directly to them and via the Minister. We are very disappointed that letters were issued to owners recently with no consultation and at the apparent attempt to frighten people about the implementation of the code of practise. We note that MSO has announced a number of information meetings for fishermen in the first week in March.

ELECTRICITY INTERCONNECTOR MEETINGS

IFPO has organised meetings on the east coast in relation to two electricity cables due to be laid across the Irish Sea in 2009/2010, one to landfall at Arklow and the other at Rush.

INSHORE MARINE PROTECTED AREAS 

IFPO has been in contact with the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) concerning their designation of 86 inshore fishing areas as SAC’s (Special Areas of Conservation) and NHAs (National Heritage Areas). This is an issue which will be of great concern in the future to inshore members and all inshore fisheries. We have also been in contact with BIM Inshore about their work in this area which will have a great impact. There is no doubt that “Green” issues will be of increasing importance and will significantly affect fishing management.

STANTON PROPOSED CLOSURES

A meeting to discuss the UK proposed closed areas in Stanton Bank will be held by IFPO / KFO on Friday, 29th February, at 11AM in the KFO offices. Any owners/ skippers interested are invited to attend.

IFPO STAND AT SKIPPER EXPO, GALWAY BAY HOTEL, 7/8 MARCH

As for the past two years, IFPO is demonstrating its commitment to inshore by having a stand at the Expo. It is also a good opportunity to meet people, so come and visit John or Lorcán if you are there.

AGM

The AGM will be held in Dublin on Saturday 29th March, details to be advised. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

27 FEB

FIF MEETING WITH MSO

29 FEB

IFPO / KFO MEETING ON STANTON PROPOSED CLOSURES

3 MAR

SFPA CONSULTAITIVE COMMITTEE, CORK

MAR WEEK 1
MSO FISHING VESSEL OWNER MEETINGS??

5/6 MAR
MARINE PROTECTED AREAS MEETING, EDINBURGH (NWWRAC/NSRAC)

7/8 MAR
SKIPPER EXPO, GALWAY BAY HOTEL (NOT THE CORRIB!!!)

11/13 MAR
NWWRAC MEETING, MANCHESTER
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