	Headquarters, Unit G,

West Cork Technology Park,

Clonakilty, Co. Cork.
	T  +353 1 678 3333

F   +353 1 678 3354

W  www.sfpa.ie


[image: image1.emf]

Introduction of Electronic Logbooks in Ireland
Background
The E.U. Regulation containing detailed rules for the introduction of an Electronic Logbook for Fishing Vessels was adopted in Brussels on the 5th of December 2007 and published as Commission Regulation 1566/2007 on the 21st of December 2007.
The Regulation requires that vessels exceeding 24 metres in length overall must have an operational Electronic Logbook from the 01st of January 2010 (Ref Art 1 of 1566/2007). Vessels exceeding 15 metres in length overall will require an Electronic logbook from the 01st of July 2011. Member States may introduce an Electronic Logbook earlier than that and may also extend it to vessels less than 15 metres if they so wish.

As with all Regulations certain types of vessels are exempt. These are vessels used exclusively for the Exploitation of aquaculture (Ref Art 1(7)). A Member State also has the option of exempting vessels which carry out fishing trips of less than 24 hours within its own waters and only land in its ports (Ref Art 9). 
The Regulation also requires that Sales Notes are submitted electronically from the 01st of January 2009. Ireland already has an Electronic Sales Note system in place since early 2007.
Why Electronic Logbooks?
Electronic Logbooks are being introduced for several reasons. Two of the main reasons are to allow real time management of fishing stocks and for the Control Authorities in each Member State to have access to the logbooks of all the Fishing vessels in operation in its waters on a real time basis. This will allow for a more transparent system and equality of treatment. 
Data to be Transmitted

The Regulation (Ref Art 4 of 1566/2007) requires that all the current logbook data including transhipment data and landing declarations data must be transmitted by Electronic means to the Competent Authority of the vessels flag Member State. In effect that means that an Irish Vessel must transmit all the relevant data to the Irish Authorities wherever it operates. The Irish Authorities are responsible for retransmitting this information on receipt to the Authorities of other Member States if the vessel is operating in their waters. The Irish Authorities will also be responsible for forwarding the landing pre notification information if a vessel intends entering the port of another Member State
Frequency of Transmission

Electronic Logbook information must be transmitted to the Competent Authority on a daily basis and not later than 2400 hrs even when there is no catch. There are also five other occasions when data must be sent and they are listed in Art 6 of the Regulation and they are as follows:
· At the request of the Single Authority of the Flag Member State

· Immediately after the last fishing operation has been completed

· Before entering into port

· At the time of any inspection at sea
· At the time of events defined in legislation

Operational Issues

When the electronic logbook is introduced there will be an obligation on the Irish Authorities to put in place a monitoring centre that will receive all the data from its own vessels and also retransmit this data to other Member States if its vessels are operating in their waters. There is also a requirement to be able to receive data from another Member State whose vessels are fishing in our waters. The majority of this data exchange will be done automatically. It should be noted that the Official version of the Electronic Logbook will be held in the monitoring centre.
Where a vessel suffers a technical failure the logbook data must be sent to the receiving centre by means other than through its electronic logbook e.g. a fax message or over the phone. The data will then be entered into the database by the operator.

A fishing vessel that does not have an operational electronic logbook cannot leave a port until the electronic logbook is fully operational again or if otherwise authorised by the Control Authorities.
The Master of the Fishing Vessel will have online access to his own electronic logbook data on a 24/7 basis and will not be required to complete a paper logbook.
Hail Messages
Landing Pre Notification Data by Irish Vessels which is currently sent to the Fisheries Monitoring Centre and may also transmitted separately by the vessels master or agent to the Competent Authorities of the port he intends landing in will be sent to the Single Authority in Ireland responsible for electronic logbooks and they will retransmit this information to the relevant port authorities.

Fishing Vessel Requirements

Fishing vessels will require hardware, software and a communications system in order to provide the Electronic Logbook data to the Competent Authority. The Regulation purposely does not set down the specification for any such equipment just a list of the data that is to be sent and the format it is to be sent in. This allows each Member State with the discretion of putting in their own specification for equipment etc. Already several commercial companies have systems on the market that can provide the necessary technical solution for fishing vessels.

Based on the fishing register in December 2007 there are 92 vessels exceeding 24 metres in length and an additional 155 vessels between 15 metres and 24 metres that in time will require an Electronic Logbook, a total of 247 vessels. The figures above exclude exempt vessels i.e. those engaged in Aquaculture. It can be expected that by the time the first vessels require electronic logbooks in January 2010 this number should be significantly reduced due to Decommissioning.

The Sea Fisheries Protection Authority is currently examining how the Electronic Logbook will be implemented in Ireland.
Ends

For further press information please contact Eleanor Buckley, Communications Manager, Sea Fisheries Protection Authority on 023 593 46/ 087 920 3658 or email eleanor.buckley@sfpa.ie
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