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FISHERMENS FEDERATION WELCOMES RECOGNITION OF THE NEED FOR A “NEW START” BY SEA FISHERIES PROTECTION AUTHORITY: 

AGREEMENT ON THE NEED FOR MUTUAL RESPECT AND A POSITIVE WORKING RELATIONSHIP

The Federation of Irish Fishermen (FIF) today welcomed the acknowledgement by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) of the need for a “fresh start” and the need to develop a culture of mutual respect between the SFPA and the Irish fishing industry. At a meeting with the SFPA today, real progress was made on a series of vital issues which have been the subject of strong representations made by FIF in recent months.

FIF in particular welcomes the SFPA commitment to advising the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food on Administrative Sanctions which is a key issue.

SFPA is also to introduce a significantly enhanced Vessel Satellite Monitoring System (VMS) to be rolled out in coming months, in which and initial maintenance will be fully funded and which can be operated at significantly lower cost than the current system. An added feature of the system will be fishermens families’ ability to track the location of their vessels at sea.

On the subject of a level playing field in control and enforcement, which has been a major bone of contention by industry, SFPA have committed to having fully proportional enforcement of sea fisheries legislation - in proportion to the landings from the Irish fishing waters, the vast bulk of which is by foreign vessels.

The appointment of an independent Appeals Officer to examine fishermens’ complaints about SFPA operations is also a welcome development.

There was also a strong commitment by SFPA and FIF to further early engagement on a range of pressing issues including discards of marketable fish, control of imports and stopping illegal imports. Further meetings are planned.

ENDS

Note to Editors:  

The Federation of Irish Fishermen (FIF)  was established in 2007 and is the umbrella organisation for the four main Irish Fish Producer Organisations (FPOs) namely, 

  The  Irish South and East Fish Producers Organisation Ltd  (IS&EFPO),                     

  The  Irish Fish Producers Organisation Ltd (IFPO),
  The  Irish South and  West Fish Producers Organisation. Ltd.,(IS&WFPO)

  The  Killybegs Fishermen's Organisation Ltd  (KFO)
Presently, the FIF represents over 90% of the  Irish fishing fleet over 12m and is run by a Board of 8 directors.

The position of Chairman  is rotated between the CEOs of the four FPOs and Michael Walsh, CEO Irish South and East Fish Producers Organisation currently holds the Chair.

The  FIF’s key aim is to provide a unified voice for the Irish Fishing Industry and to provide an active input into all policy making decisions both nationally and internationally.

