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Ifpo information for members 27.2.08
MSO CODE OF PRACTISE 15-24 METRES

The MSO will be conducting information meetings on the new code of practise at the following venues and dates:                        29 February, Parkway Hotel Dunmanway, Co. Cork. 2pm
                                 3 March, White Sands Hotel, Portmarnock, Co. Dublin, 2pm

                                 5 March: Abbey Hotel, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal, 2pm 

                                 7 and 8 March, Galway Bay Hotel, Irish Skipper Expo (with BIM) 10.30AM
Owners of existing vessels are encouraged to attend if possible if you have any questions. 
· In particular, vessels which are due to be surveyed before October 2008 – those whose keels were laid 1 October 1997 – are particularly encouraged to attend.

· Vessels whose keels were laid between October 1 1987 and 30 September 1997 are due to be surveyed by October 2009.

· Vessels whose keels were laid before October 1 1987 are due to be surveyed by October 2010.

VESSEL OWNERS OF VESSELS WHICH ARE DUE TO BE SURVEYED SHOULD APPLY FOR SURVEY TO MSO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  Cost is €1500 plus €100 per Metre over 15 metres. MSO, Department of Transport,  Leeson Lane, Dublin 2 
FIF met the MSO on Wednesday, 27 February, with John Toner, Surveyor as Technical Advisor. We were advised that for existing vessels, a practical case-by-case common sense would be the approach. There is a 143 page Code which is the legal text and is law at present. MSO will produce a 23 page Guidelines which will be of use for private surveyors and for owners of vessels making decisions. We have asked that the cost of works to be done be appreciated by MSO and that unnecessary work be avoided. 
· The Safety Equipment requirements are pretty much as in the existing regulations.

· The hull, machinery, electricals and stability will have to show the vessel is fit for purpose. 

· For the less than 11 year old vessels, most will have stability books. Inclining tests and stability books will have to be undertaken and produced for all vessels. The vessels will have to be slipped and inspected.

· Vessels with hull and machinery ‘in class’ have a lower survey fee and will have a much easier survey requirement.

The issue of Fishing Licenses will be a condition of issuing a Fishing License, probably from October onwards. Thus it is vital not to ignore the MSO requirements. Owners are advised to face this issue ASAP, to make financial and time provision for the work to be done and to take professional advice. If you are having a particular problem with a surveyor, you or your advisor can contact MSO to get a ruling on the issue involved. IFPO will circulate a detailed note of today’s meeting when it is to hand.
OWNERS OF OLDER VESSELS TO BE SURVEYED IN FUTURE YEARS WOULD BE WELL ADVISED TO KEEP RECORDS, DRAWINGS, IF NOT ALREADY DONE OF ALL MAINTENANCE / REPLACEMENT OF EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY TO FACILITATE EVENTUAL SURVEY
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