
[image: image2.png]IFPO





PART OF WHAT WE DO: 
COMMITTEES AND ORGANISATIONS THE IFPO REPRESENTS OUR MEMBERS IN

The purpose of this document is to highlight and summarise the various forums which the IFPO operates in on behalf of members. IFPO takes a very active and vocal role in most of these forums and it is an important part of our role to ATTEND and CONTRIBUTE. Each of these forums requires preparation, often requires travel and keeping on top of what is going on.

1


FEDERATION OF IRISH FISHERMEN

Frequency:

Constantly
Purpose:

Umbrella body for POs
Attended by:
IFPO, KFO, IS&WFPO, IS&EFPO
2


WHITEFISH QUOTA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Frequency:

Monthly

Purpose:

Advise DAFF on monthly quota allocations

Attended by:
DAFF, SFPA IFPO, KFO, IS&WFPO, IS&EFPO, IFO, IFPEA, Observors: Co-op representatives invited by IFPO

3         
 SEA FISHERIES CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
Frequency:

Generally about four or five times a year but depending on DAFF

Purpose:

All General Issues

Attended by:
DAFF, IFPO, KFO, IS&WFPO, IS&EFPO, IFO, IFPEA, BIM, Marine Institute, SFPA. Minister sometimes attends

4             
CELTIC SEA HERRING MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Frequency:
Generally about four or five times a year, as required or requested by members

Purpose:
Advice to DAFF on all issues to do with Celtic Sea Herring. Discussions with Marine Institute on Stocks, Management

Attended by:
(Members appointed by Minister) IFPO,  IS&WFPO, IS&EFPO, IFPEA, Sales Organisations. KFO have seat but do not attend.  Marine Institute SFPA sometimes attend as observers by invitation
5
SEA FISHERIES PROTECTION AUTHORITY (SFPA) CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
Frequency:
Three / four times annually 

There are other subgroups which meet a number of times during the year.

Purpose:
Advisory role to exchange views on the strategy and operations of SFPA

Attended by:
(Members appointed by Minister) IFPO, KFO, IS&WFPO, IS&EFPO, IFO, Ministers nominees, Aquaculture Representatives, IFPEA, SFPA Authority Members. Independent Chairperson.

6
SEAFOOD STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION GROUP (CAWLEY IMPLEMENTATION) 

Frequency:
Three / four times annually


There are other subgroups which meet a number of times during the year.

Purpose:
To oversee the implementation of the Cawley Strategy for the Seafood Sector.

Attended by:
(Members appointed by Minister)  DAFF, IFPO,  KFO, IS&WFPO, IS&EFPO, IFO, Ministers nominees, SFPA. Independent Chairperson Noel Cawley.

7
MARINE INSTITUTE SEA CHANGE  MARINE FOODS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Frequency:
Twice a year

Purpose:
To review progress on the Marine Institute’s 5 year “Sea Change” Research programme.

Attended by:
Marine Institute, BIM, Udaras na Gaeltachta, IDA, Aquaculture interests, IFPEA, Fishing Sector (IFPO represents fishing industry)

8
MARINE INSTITUTE  / SEA FISHING INDUSTRY SCIENCE INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIP

Frequency:
Monthly until Christmas 08

Purpose:
To bring an industry focus to the Marine Institute’s ray-to day research programme – surveys, port sampling, Irish Sea Discards etc

Attended by:
Marine Institute, BIM, Fishing Sector (FIF), IFPEA, IFA Aquaculture

9
BIM / SEAFOOD INDUSTRY IRISH MARKET COMMITTEE

Frequency:
Monthly until November 08

Purpose:
To bring an industry focus to the BIM’s Irish marketing programme 

Attended by:
BIM, Fishing Sector (FIF), IFPEA, IFA Aquaculture

10
NORTHWEST PELAGIC MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Frequency:
KFO pulled out of this committee and it has not sat for a number of years

Purpose:
Advice to DAFF on all issues to do with Pelagic Fisheries excepting Celtic Sea Herring. Discussions with Marine Institute on Stocks, Management

Attended by:
(Members appointed by Minister) IFPO,  IS&WFPO, IS&EFPO, IFPEA, Sales Organisations. Marine Institute SFPA sometimes attend as observers by invitation.

11
NORTHWESTERN WATERS REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (NWW RAC)

Frequency:
General Assembly (AGM)  once annually


24 person Executive Committee (Ex Comm) two/three times yearly


Working Groups (four of – Area VI, Area VIa, Area VII b-k except VIId, English Channel): two or three times annually.


There are a whole series of other meetings which are attended by RAC members (including IFPO) on various issues throughout the year.

IFPO CEO is currently Chairman of Irish Sea Working Group 
Purpose:
Organisations set up by EU to incorporate outside input to EU decision-making. It provides advice to EU on all issues to do with Whitefish Fisheries in North-western Waters. 

Attended by:
(Members subject to approval by Governments) 

From Ireland: IFPO,  IS&WFPO, IS&EFPO, IFPEA, IFO, Irish Seal Sanctuary, Sea Anglers Association. 

From other countries (Spain, Portugal, France, UK, Netherlands, Belgium)

Various fishing organisations, POs, Environmental Organisations.   

EU officials, ICES, National Government officials, Scientists from various countries attend as observers.
12
PELAGIC WATERS REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (NWW RAC)

Frequency:
General Assembly (AGM) once annually


24 person Executive Committee (Ex Comm) two/three times yearly


Working Groups (two, one for Mackerel and the other for Herring, Horse Mackerel, Blue Whiting): two or three times annually.


There are a whole series of other meetings which are attended by RAC members (including IFPO) on various issues throughout the year.

Purpose:
Organisations set up by EU to incorporate outside input to EU decision-making. It provides advice to EU on all issues to do with Pelagic Fisheries in the EU

Attended by:
(Members subject to approval by Governments) 

From Ireland: IFPO, KFO,  

From other countries (Spain, France, UK, Netherlands, Denmark,)

Various fishing organisations, POs, Environmental Organisations.   

EU officials, ICES, National Government officials, Scientists from various countries attend as observers. Norway also attends meetings on shared fisheries.

13
EU ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES AND AGRICULTURE (ACFA)

Frequency:
Three times annually

Purpose:
To give industry input to EU Commission on all fisheries matters including quotas, regulations proposed etc. There are four Working Groups and a series of preparatory meetings. 

Attended by:
EU Commission, ICES (Scientists) European Fishing industry representatives. IFPO sits on Working Group I as a Europeche nominee. 

14
EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF PRODUCER ORGANISATIONS (EAPO)

Frequency:
AGM plus Two/ three times annually plus working groups 

Purpose:
European Organisation  of POs. 

Attended by:
European POs

15
EUROPECHE / COGECA

Frequency:
AGM plus Two/ three times annually plus working groups 

Purpose:
European Organisations of Fishing Organisations outside POs. The body has nominations onto the EU Advisory Committees 

Attended by:
European Fishing Sector organisations outside POs

16


NATIONAL FORUM ON EUROPE

Frequency:
About six meetings per year.

Purpose:
National forum to do with all EU issues nationally. It holds meetings in Dublin Castle which foreign leaders and senior EU figures address.

Attended by:
All political parties (FF, FG, Sinn Fein, PD, Socialists, Independents), Social Partners – Farmers, Trade Unions, Employer Organisations, (IFPO attends on behalf of fishing industry), Recognised anti EU groups.

17
OIREACHTAS COMMITTEE OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD

Frequency:
Committee of 15 Dáil and Seanad members from all parties which invites fishing industry and other bodies to meet with it once a year or more.

Purpose:
To provide a forum for Oireachtas members on relevant issues and scrutinise legislation from the Dáil.

Attended by:
All political parties (FF, FG, Sinn Fein, PD, Socialists, and Independents). FIF attends on behalf of the fishing industry.

18
IRISH LIGHTS CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON NAVIGATIONAL AIDS
Frequency:
Once a year

Purpose:
To review developments on Navigational Aids under the control of the Commissioners of Irish lights.

Attended by:
Irish Lights, Marine Survey Office, Marine Accident Investigation Board, Naval Service, IFPO, IFO, ISWFPO
COMMENTS OR VIEWS WELCOME PLEASE ON ANY ASPECT OF THE ABOVE!!!
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