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4th  November 2008
COASTAL STATES AGREE 33% INCREASE IN MACKEREL TAC FOR 2009 

  FISHING INDUSTRY SAY THIS INCREASE MATCHES REALITY ON THE FISHING GROUNDS
The Coastal States (EU, Faroe Islands and Norway) agreed a 33% increase in the mackerel total allowable catch (TAC) for 2009 in London on Friday 31st   October. The increase will mean approximately 16,000 tonnes increase in the Irish mackerel quota for 2009 up from 49,600 to 66,000 tonnes and a potential increase in earnings of €16 million to the pelagic fishing vessels. This increase redresses the reductions of recent years of both 9% and 23% and has been warmly welcomed by FIF.
Attending the meeting on behalf of FIF the Chief Executive of the KFO Sean O’Donoghue said afterwards:-

“This is good news for pelagic fishing industry and fully vindicates what the industry has been stating for the last number of years that in all the Coastal States fishing fleets targeting mackerel are seeing large quantities of juvenile and adult mackerel on the fishing grounds. This is not confined to one area or to one Coastal States fleet. In addition the abundance of mackerel in the entire distribution area is creating major problems with unwanted by-catches for fleets not targeting mackerel.” He added “I am very pleased that the scientific advice from ICES is now reflecting the reality on the fishing grounds and that the 9% reduction advocated by the scientists last year is now reversed. We are moving towards a new sustainable long-term management plan for mackerel which will give the stability in the TAC the Industry is seeking going forward.”
The scientific advice for mackerel has been significantly revised for 2009 with the stock size at its highest level since the egg surveys began in 1980 which reflects the highest recruitment into the stock over the last thirty five years in 2002. The industry has actively engaged over the last year with the scientists on the mackerel stock assessment and much worthwhile progress has been made. It is hoped that further considerable progress will be made in the coming year in incorporating industry information into their assessments.  
ENDS

_________________________________________________________________________________________Note to Editors:  

The Federation of Irish Fishermen (FIF)  was established in 2007 and is the umbrella organisation for the four main Irish Fish Producer Organisations (FPOs) namely,   The  Irish South and East Fish Producers Organisation Ltd  (IS&EFPO),                     
The  Irish Fish Producers Organisation Ltd (IFPO),

The  Irish South and  West Fish Producers Organisation. Ltd.,(IS&WFPO)

The  Killybegs Fishermen's Organisation Ltd  (KFO)

Presently, the FIF represents over 90% of the  Irish fishing fleet over 12m and is run by a Board of 8 directors.

The position of Chairman  is rotated between the CEOs of the four POs and Gerard O’Flynn, CEO Irish South and West Fish Producers Organisation, currently holds the Chair.

The  FIF’s key aim is to provide a unified voice for the Irish Fishing Industry and to provide an active input into all policy making decisions both nationally and internationally.

