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SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS BETWEEN SEA FISHERIES PROTECTION AUTHORITY AND FISHERMENS FEDERATION ON SERIOUS CURRENT ISSUES 

In the latest of a series of meetings over recent months between SFPA and the FIF and responding to major concerns which have been strongly and repeatedly expressed, SFPA  and FIF have agreed that there is a need for a fresh start and the development of a positive relationship between SFPA and the fishing industry.

While SFPA’s regulatory role inevitably means that all its activities will not be popular with the industry, it was agreed that there is a need for mutual respect between fishermen and SFPA personnel. The SFPA and FIF are committed to the development of a culture of respect on all sides.

SFPA provided FIF with a detailed analysis of how Administrative Sanctions for fisheries offences works in practise in other Member States and will provide advice to the Minister, as allowed for in legislation, on this important issue. This was accepted by the FIF as both welcome and helpful in the present context.

Specific progress has been instituted on a fully funded upgraded SFPA Vessel Satellite Monitoring System (VMS) which will be introduced in coming months whereby the vessel’s installation costs and 3 years maintenance costs will be borne by the SFPA, and the system will provide a new and welcome facility for families to track their own vessels while at sea. There will be a reduction in operational costs estimated to be approximately half that of the existing system.

Background

The FIF and SFPA have been involved in active engagement at frequent meetings over the past year. During these meetings the FIF have informed the SFPA of its concerns regarding the application of sea-fisheries law, the burden of compliance and the impacts of the operations of the Authority. 

Designated Ports

Following the introduction of the new VMS the SFPA will be in a position to recommend to the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food that the trigger level of 750kg for Monkfish be substantially raised thereby greatly increasing the number of ports into which landings can be made. This will also assist in reducing fuel costs to the vessel owners.        

Proportionality of Control Effort 

Following strong representations from FIF to the SFPA on “level playing field” issues, SFPA assured the FIF that the inspection of landings in 2008 will reflect the proportion of catches being made by different countries in the Irish EZ. As part of this, SFPA in conjunction with the Naval Service is conducting a full analysis of activity of all fleets within the Irish EZ. The SFPA are also examining whether the catch profiles landed in to Irish ports are consistent with landings made by the same fishing vessels into non-Irish Ports. 

Independent Complaints officer

SFPA informed FIF of the appointment of an independent complaints officer, Mr. Raymond O’Rourke, Barrister-at-law. Mr O’Rourke’s appointment will allow fishermen access to a person independent of the SFPA to have any complaint related to the enforcement of sea fisheries law fully and independently examined.   

Further Items to Work on Urgently

Both SFPA and FIF are committed to further work in coming days, weeks and months to resolve ongoing issues such as the inspection and control of imported fishery products, discarding of marketable fish, administrative sanctions and illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing. 

