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IRISH FISH PRODUCERS ORGANISATION RECOMMENDS YES VOTE ON LISBON TREATY OCTOBER 2

The Irish Fish Producers' Organisation has urged its members to vote YES in 

the Lisbon Treaty referendum on October 2.

The IFPO represents fishermen-members from small inshore vessels to large 

whitefish and pelagic trawlers in most parts of the Irish coast.

Lorcán Ó Cinnéide, IFPO Chief Executive commented:

"The largely  No vote in Lisbon 1 of the fishing community was a protest 

which had a lot to do with the massive level of frustration felt by 

fishermen at the state of  the fishing industry. That frustration is 

entirely justified and is shared by IFPO.  However, the world has changed 

dramatically since Lisbon 1 and the IFPO has had to consider the issues with 

great care".

"While we have insisted to Government and opposition parties that fishing 

has to be given more priority, we think that to oppose the treaty would be 

counter-productive and not in any fishermens' interests. A protest No vote 

at this time will only hinder our prospects for real reform and more 

rational decision-making at EU level.  We also have to consider the wider 

issues outside fishing - the effect on the wider society and economy of a NO 

vote. If we want solidarity then we have to provide it at critical times 

too. The IFPO has stepped up to its responsibilities to lead and we are 

quite certain -  for many reasons - that we are giving the correct advice to 

our members.  It is obviously for each person to vote as they see fit".

"We are voting on the Lisbon treaty - nothing else. The treaty itself has 

little real impact on fisheries - EU fisheries policy is already a European 

managed sector and Ireland has had no veto for many years. The only 

significant change in decision-making is that the European parliament would 

have stronger powers in fisheries policy decisions apart from quotas.  A NO 

vote in Ireland would mean that we would be in exactly the same position as 

we are now but with even less influence either at home or in the EU.".

"The IFPO plays a leading role in EU fisheries forums and will continue to 

give effective and vigorous representation for our members interests with 

the Government and at EU levels. We oppose strongly on issues when that is 

the best course for our members, but we are not afraid to support either 

when that is the right course for the fishermen we represent. We will be 

demanding the active support of our Government, political parties at home 

and our MEPs to advance the cause of the Irish fishing industry in coming 

months and years."
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