IFPO    Irish fish producers organisation

INFORMATION NOTE FOR VESSELS WHICH APPLIED FOR TUNA LICENSE  2009
25.6.09
Ireland is allowed to have 50 vessels licensed to fish Tuna annually. No more than 20 in all have participated to date.
73 applications for licenses were received by DAFF.

DAFF asked for our views on what to do.

Our priority has to be that vessels which actually want to fish get licenses.  The more of this quota used the better.

Many applicants applied but do not intend to participate. Thus there was a danger that vessels intending to fish could be left out and others not wishing to fish would be left in.

Therefore, we advised DAFF that there should be an incentive NOT  to book into the fishery if the vessel does not intend to fish. That way, licenses will not be wasted.

The hope is that sufficient numbers will withdraw (i.e. not respond to the latest DAFF letter) so that less than fifty remain. The other vessels will still have a chance to apply in 2010 if they wish.

Only in the event that following this process that more than 50 vessels will still be looking for licenses will the fallback procedure kick in: licenses to be issued to vessels which already had records of participation with the remainder drawn by lot. 
ONLY VESSELS INTENDING TO FISH TUNA IN 2009 SHOULD REPLY IMMEDIATELY TO THE DAFF LETTER

VESSELS NOT INTENDING TO FISH IN 2009 SHOULD NOT PROCEED AS THIS MAY IN FACT HARM YOUR CHANCES OF A LICENSE IN 2010, SHOULD YOU INTEND TO FISH THEN.

Anyone who has any problems should contact IFPO.
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